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In Which It 1s Shown That Marriage
Gues ot Ena Alll

The romince of life—in novela!—
Is usually premarital. No matter in
what wild fury of passion and tem-
pest, outward and laward, the young
people may have been plunged, their
nuthor seems to think that he has
qulated the raging seas of adventure
with the ofl of his pen—or of his
typewriter!—when he has led them
to the altar, In the minds of the
creators of the childrent of fancy prac
tioally nothing ever happens after the

forging of the hymeneal bond. In
the world it Is usually different.
The circumstances preceding the

murringe of Ellen Blocum and Bernard
Carrington the protagonisis of this
veraclious chronicle of disturbance,
wore suffielently unusual In them-
salves to have given rige to a4 num-
bar of interesting and highly exelting
episodes, upon which with groat reluc
tance I refmain from dilating, for Elien
Slocum  balonged to an old and very
respectable family domilelled In Phila-
delphin sluve the days of Willlam
Penn, while Bernard Carrlngton was
an English baron of anelant and hon
orable lineage whose seéat was & dllaph
dated castls in Dorset,

Ellen wus an orphan, her mother
having died In giving birth to her
Her father, doceased shortly befors
her marrings, had been & prosperous
meorchant and shipowner. Bernard's
father, also sliminoted from the story,
had been a gambler and a spendthrift
who had broken hig wite's heart and
dlssipated his own fortune. Conse
quently, Ellen was blossed with a
superfulty of this world's goods which
moré than matehed Lord Carrington's
Inok of the same, Ellan waa a staunch
patrfot, a rebal and a revolubionist
therefore, Lord Carripgton was a
promising lleutenant in the Bnglish
navy, In some qualities happily he
resenibled his mother rather than his
futher.

Without entering foto the detalls of
their previous mequaintance, suffice it
to eny that they hnd met while Lord
Carrington was a prisoner of war at
Philadelphia, and married. The Amer.
lean Revolutlon was over at the be
gloning of this romance and the scene
Is sot at Carrington castle In England.
Bllen's money, or a considérable por-
tlon of it, had heen cheerfully used
by her to rehabilitate the anclent seat
of the family of which she waos now
become the chatalaine.

There had been much husiness to
attend to [n the two yenrs that had
elapsed since thelr marriuge: leave

Carrington, arrangements for the con-
vorting of much of Lady Ellen's prop-
erty Into avhilable securities which
could readily ba turned Into cash, and
4 deal of planning and worklng with
tha architects and builders and so on,
g0 that the marriage had been a hap-
py one desplte the fact that there had
existed, and still existed, an original
diffsrence of temperament and en-
vironment butween the two na grest
a4 hed been that between their sta.
tion in life and places of birth

The tima had oarrlved, however,
when all the preliminaries having
been gottan rid of, It was necesasary
that she should step forth as one of
the great ladics of England into wiich
gtutlor her money and Carrington's
pogition easlly Inductéd her. Her
gqualifications for Mlling that distin:
guishied role were o strong und vigor-
oug young body, a proud mnd hieh
spirit, & pure and Innocent mind, o
lovely face, manners simple aod un:
gsophisticated, and an unbounded de
votlon to her bandsome and distin
guished husband. There was In her
bload some strain of the sea tind she
had spont balt her life on her fnther's
ships. She could handle o small bont,
or ¢gven & groat ship, ag well az a sail
or for Instases,  And Lord Cartington
bad amused himsell by teaching her
how to use pistol and small sword
almost as woll' ag he.

8he had the disubllitles of her qualk
itiea, too: She had never touched a
eard; she had never ridden n horse,
she did not even Jnow the steps of
the mintet or apy other daate, and un.
Al ber marriage she cared littla about
‘that prime fominine pursult called
Mlawlng the fasnion” The two had
heen go busy fn thely first comrade
there had been so much voy-
m betweon Englund énd Amoerien,
necessitated by their plans, that thera
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of absence hnd been obtuined fop Lord

Wi 1t to break down before the Josser
trial of assoclation? Wa shall sae,

It was an exeited and angry Ellen
who confronted her lord and mastar
In her boudolr late one autumn night
—or to by quits accurats, early anoth-
er autumn moruing. And my lord of
Carrington was by no means cool him-
self, aithough he was more remarkable
for natural lmperturbabllity of manner
than his hasty and beautiful wife.

As she spoke with him, however,
she let down her halr and carefully
removed those oxtraneous Archnges
ments which had enabled her to ralss
it towerlike above her hrows, doffed
her sllks, unciasped her stays aund ag-
sumed & more convenient negligee,
in which she was not less charming,
as preparation for the imminent fray.
It wag to be the oulmination — the
minor culmination that ik, tho gealer
would eome later—of a werles of an-
noying Incldents since the opening of
ths castle to the house party., My
lotd and my lady both had grievances
which each was eager to present for
the calm and dlspassionate judgment
of the athér,

Firar in Lady Bllen's mind was
Lady Oeclly Carrington, a cousin sov-
erid Umes removed of my lord's. The
relationship was not near enough to
render my lord lmmune nor was It re-
mote enough to warrant indiepence,
Indeed, Carrington had had o satkas
diffoult part to play. Ellen had dis
covered that an anclent love affalr
bud subsisted between her husband
and Ceclly and she imagined — not
without caune— that Ceelly, n repre-
sontative product of the viclous sonls
ety of her tme, was endeavoring lo
fan the embers into & flame. Nor
could ghe detect in Lord Carrlngton's
method of handling the situation any
very prounounced desice to quench the
fire, and his conduct toward his falr
and, If reputation did not too greatly
belle her, frail cousln, wns oot dlgtine
gulshed by selfrestraint. Tn Ellens
eyen Carrlngton manifésted a very
catholle taste In the eternal feminios,
for e gave wich unnecessary atten
{lon to Hon, Mre, Monbrant, a wids
ow putatively at Jleast, for no
one Knew where Hon, Mr. Mon-
brunt was. His wife gave out
that he was dead, but that testimony

wis not of great yalue. At any
rite If he lived, he wns wise in his
genoeration and he kept under ecover.

In the house party thers was an-
other eternal—in more senses thap

4 one!—feminine fn the person of the

ancient and imperions duchess of Dul-
ward, Her great age precluded the
possibllity of jealousy of Carrington
in Ellen’'s mind, but the chatelsing of
the castle did not llke the ponderous
and. viclona downger any more than
the younger palr who were making
the running ppparently for the affec
fions of her husband.

There was only one woman In the
castle whom Hllen really did Hke, and
that was Mistress Debble Slocum of
Mussachusetts, In making up the
house party Ellen by a freak of el

My Lord Wan by No Means Coal Him.
nelf,

cumgtanees had desired to  inelude
samé ane from her own land. As for
tune wounld have IE & shiy opportune
Iy arrived in Povtsmouth bearing Mis-
‘tress Daboralt Winthrop Slovum as a
puesenger, conaigned to ber kinswom-
. an and friond. the chatélaing of Our
rington:  Deborah was the sexsct an-
' tithests of Blien, a goldt, staid, prim
| Nitle Puritan, with all the charactor
istics of ath!
the family, utterly onl of place in

el o Lo

gErea  perhaps owinl to thalr Qifar-
ent staticns.  Tha party wns com-
pietad by the presemes of Sir Charles
Seton and aar]l of Strathgate. Belon,
who was Carriogton's most intimate
friend, had enjoyed an weaknoss for
tllen ailnce be firsr saw her, bot the
friendship betwsen Carrington -and
himself had besn so true that noth
ing had been allowed to disturb (t—
is yot! Now Sdton had suecumbed
to the charms of Mistresa Debbis, and
a8 Mistresy Debble clung to the lee—
if this were not a nautical romance,
I would say, gheltered hersel! beneath
the wing—of Lady Ellen, Seton was
smmsequently siwnys about - the padr,
and with mascuilne blindness Carring-
ton jumped at the wild coneclusion
“hat there could he no attraction for
his friend except what lay In Ellen's
charming personulity,

S0 much by way of Introduction.

CHAPTER |l
Needlos and Pins.

"8ir," began Ellen imperiously,
while settling herself comfartably in
a chair before the open fire, “you have
been pleased to find fanlt with me
nbout many things which I have borne
with what patlence 1 might”

"Patlence!™ laughed Carrington tn-
pleasantly.

HEllen's eyves flashoed,

"You repetition of the word at this
Juneture perves to emphosize (he qual-
1ty In me, think you not so?" she re.
torted.

“Pray proceed, madam,” answored
her hushand, dodeing the guestion
which Indead was unanswerable from
the woman's polut of view,

“1 shall do so. This moerning vou
actually Inughed at me"”

“*Fore God, madam, whnat wonld
¥ou have had me do? Weep? T oon-
fess 1 felt more ke [U and IF1 laughed,
It was but to turn off an awkward gt
untion.”

“And you eall it an awkward sliua-

tion that 1 was thrown from my
horee, do you, und plomped Into the
brook, and covered with mud. and

pearyy wided?  What made
me such a horse aanyway?"

“I protest. "Tls the gentlest heast
In the stables, and the tamest, T do
belleve, 1o all England," returped
Cuarrington bittérly, “A girl of ten
could have ridden it

“Yes, I suppose 80" answered his
with with equal acerbity, “if the girl
of ten had been taught to ride all her
life, I told you that I couldn't. 1
hute the anlmaly, Vet you needs must
mount me to have me thrown off to
moke n gpectacle W all your fne
friends.”

“If you remember,”" enld Onrrington,
“T advised you to stay at home and
you Inslsted upon golng'

“What! And have them say that 1
was afrald to ride to hounde!"

Carrington In the face of this im-
passe could only shrug his shoulders,

*You're Just about as helpful now
as you were then. Why didn't you
come to my asgjstance?”

“You lncked no help, madam. 1 ob
served that two of the gentlemen at
lonst ware by your side”

“You refer to Lord Strathgate and
8ir Charles?"

“"A good guess, madam, though an
epey one, for they are ever by your
alde"

“And all you conld do was to laugh,
to joln that palnted. powdered  co-
quette, your cougin, and that other
bedlzined fromp by her slde, In Jeer
Ing nt your wife,

you glve

or &t 5 wheel, I'd whow them."

“No doubt” returned Carrington
garcastically, “and perhaps if you put
on boxing gloves with them, or tried
them out with the brond sword, thoy
would be equally at a disadvantage,
tit, oné doesn't look for these thiogs
n’ women to«day."

“There way o time,” {nterrupted Rl
lan awiftly, bor lps trembiling, and
Indeed despite those things she was
quite woman enough then, but Cur
rington wis so blinded with passion
u§ Lo he onable to se [t

“l have hud enough of
oence,” he began curtly,

“Was It In reminlgcence” eried
ENen shellly, “that you had vour arm
aronnd Lndy Ceclly in the arbor this
afternoon?”

“Did you. spy upon me, madam?”

"Spy!"  exclalmed the woman.
“Lord Strathgnte and 1"

“Damn Nlm!" burst out Carrington.
"What wia ho dolng with you in the
arbor?”

“He ia my friond,"” roturned Ellen,
“he and Sir Charlea”

"1 would not have thought it
Charles,” eried Carrington angrily,

“It was Mey who came to my res
one. It wag not they who laughed
when T fell!

“1 tell you I never felt less ke
Inughlpg In Wy lfe to s60 you made
& fool of and those popinfays rushing
to your asslstance.”

“I have boen wade n fool of” snld
Ellen stendlly. 1 am just beginting
to reilike It. 1 was woll enough when
You were. alone with me and you
wera woll enough thon, but  when

“Dy heavens, madam, are you cop-
teasting me with that dandy and rogus,
Strathgater”

“He by naver spoken to me other
than o torms of the utmost respect
and consldaration fn  my ife,” an.
ewerad Kilen bravely, “and J—"

“Ho bad bettor not” burst out my
lord m
11 muldtto ﬂog’ﬂ;::“! oofild
“dnme of my I ahe

! thres

reminie
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If 1 had them on |
the deck of a ship or a tops'tyurdarm, |

think you tha. « wouid fill the ather
roles T

“You might at least tey. But you
and that eanting, Uitle pealm-singing
Puritan—"

“That will do, Lord Carrington. You
ean abuse me, 1 aun your wife; but
you shan't say s word about my
friend."

“I will say what [ pleasa”

“WIHI you leave my room?™

“I will not”

“Then 1 will I swear to you If
you do not fnstantly take your odious
self from out my presence I will leave
the castle."

“Agalnst my will?

"Against your will.
body's wilL™

And if 1 prevent?”

“You may be tho stronger, probably
you are especlally since you have
forced me to dresa in these and lead
the idle, viclous life of your soclety,”

Lady Ellen arose as she spoke and
kicked vigorously at ber sthys, which
had fallen from the chialr upon which
ghe had Iald them. It was a great
act of injustice to Ler hushand, since
nothing wounid have kept her from
being in all things as ke to her glsters
as she could,

“Madam,” began Carrington, axton-
ished at such & charge.

“Dut you will not overcome

Agalnet uny-

me

will arouse the castle,” Ellen ran on
hotly. "I am not made of the woak
stufl of your fine friends, Lady Cecily
mnd Mre. Monbrant, even If I did not
ride the horge. Now, will you go?'
“As yon will, madam,” returned
Carrington helplessly, “but - let me
warn you, I'll have no fiirting and love-
making between you and Btrathgate
aod Beton,” he went on with inerensed
rigor, By heaven, I'll ¢all them both
out, host or no host. They shall play
at swords If they Interfere with me"
“And 1" returned Hlen, hotly, “if
shoe were not so weak and puny 8
thing, would call out In my turn your
cousln and her friepd. As it Is 1
snau pe under the palnful necessity
of slapping her face (f I eatoh it near
to yours again. Now you may go.”
Lord Carrington, after a moment's
hesitation, seeing the futllty of ar-
gument or remonstrance under the clr-
dumstances, turned and stalked gloom-
ily out of the room. FEllen sprang
after him, slummed the door, 1 regret
to state, shot the bolts, sank down In
her chair, buried her face in  her

all her nerves of steel.

It was not n protty conversation, It
en spoke frankly to each other.
suré the reader that I have disgulsed
and modernted It by self-restruint

(Mo b continued, )

physlenlly without a struggle which |

hanils, and erled lke any woman for .

wiis tiot a4 pretty age and men and wom- |
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